Features NetBeans 3.5 NetBeans 3.6 NetBeans 4.0 Eclipse 2 Eclipse 3 IntelliJ JBuilder X JBuilder X
(Free) (Free) (Free) (Free) (Free) IDEA 4 Foundation Developer
($ 499) (Free) ($1000)

General
Source Code Available v v v v v
Runs on Linux/Windows/Solaris v v v v
Runs on Mac v v v v v v v

(not tested) (not tested) (not tested)

JDK 1.3 Support v v v v v v v v
JDK 1.4 Support v v v v v v v v
JDK 1.5 Support v unconfirmed v
Pluggable JDK for Compilation v v v v v v
Pluggable JDK for Execution v v v v v v v v
Installer v v v v v v
Automatic Update Facility (AutoUpdate) v v v v v v
Chinese Localization v v v v N/A 27?2? 27??
Japanese Localization v v v v N/A 277 27??
French Localization v N/A 272 277
German Localization v N/A 27? 27?
Other Localizations 4 more N/A 7?7? 7?7?
Native MS Windows appearance (not apparent it is a Java app) v 4 v v v v v
Selectable Look & Feel (experts only) (experts only) (experts only) 4 v v
User Interface Optimized for keyboard-only use

Architecture
Plug-in APIs v v v v v v v v
Platform for general desktop apps v v v v v

General Development Features (Edit/Compile/Debug)
Customizable Templates for creating code and other files v v v v v v

(hard to find) (hard to find) (hard to find)

JavaBeans Support v v v limited limited limited v
Javadoc Generation Support v v v v v v v
Structure View (Class Outline) v v v v v v v v
JUnit Support (Unit testing) (basic only) (basic only) 4 v v v v v
Basic Ant Support v v v v v v v v
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Ant as a first class build system 4
XML Support: Source Editing (better than plain text, e.g. coloring) v v v v v
XML Support: Structural Editing v v
XSLT Support v v v v
Versioning Support v v v v v v v v
Versioning: CVS v v v v v v v v
Versioning: PVCS v v v
Versioning: ClearCase v
Versioning: MS SourceSafe v v v v v
Versioning: StarTeam v v
Versioning: Local File Versioning v v v v v
Versioning: Visual Diff (Textual) v v v v v v v
Versioning: Visual Diff (Structural/Advanced) v v SmartDiff
Versioning: Visual Merge (2-way) (2-way) v
Versioning: Integration with tasks (single click checkin/close task)
Versioning: History Browser v v v v v v v
Tasks/TODO Management v v v v v v
JAR Creation Support v v v v v v v
Find In Files v v v v v v v v
Replace In Files v v
Code Browser (hierarchy, uses) Hierarchy, uses = Hierarchy, uses v
via search via search

Debugger: Java application/applet debugging v v v v v v v
Debugger: Multi-threaded debugging 4 v v v v v v v
Debugger: Multiple sessions v v v v v v v
Debugger: Watches v v v v v v v v
Debugger: Call Stack v v v v v v v v
Debugger: Highlight changed variables on stepping
Debugger: Change code during debugging (hotswap) 4 v
Debugger: Remote Debugging 4
Debugger: Conditional Breakpoints v v v v v v v
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Debugger: Show variable values in tooltip

v

v

v

Smart Dependency checking during compilation
(in NetBeans via JavaMake, not turned on by default and hard to find)

v
(not default)

v
(not default)

v
(not default)

Package Java applications as native executable

(creates native
Mac launcher)

Refactoring

Rename Class/Method/Field

Move Class

Rename Package

Change Method Parameters

Encapsulate Field

NNV N

Extract Interface

Pull Up/Push Down

Extract Method

Find References, Find Declaration

Go to Super implementation

SR N N N N N NN

NNV SN NN

Use supertype where possible

NN N N N N NN NI NN

NN NN N N NN NI NN

Support for Generics (“Generify”)

NN N N N N N N NN N IR

Editor

Code Snippets (fast entry of larger pieces of code)

v’ (code
templates)

v’ (code
templates)

v (live
templates)

v (advanced
abbrevs)

v (advanced
abbrevs)

Abbreviations (fast entry of typical small pieces of code)

<

<

v (live
templates)

v

v

Code Completion

v

v

v

Javadoc in Code Completion
Code Folding

Syntax Coloring for Java

Background Error Detection

DN NI N NN

DN NI N NN

Fix Suggestion for Background Errors (AutoFix)

NN IR

SRR NIRN

SSIRNIRNIRN

Fix Suggestion for Compilation Output Errors (quickly fix multiple errors)

Smart Brackets (auto insert/delete of closing bracket)

AN

Smart completion of line (fill-in missing ';' or brackets)
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Smart Selection (syntax-based) v v v
Smart Paste (reformat during paste) v v v v
(partial) (partial)
Smart Enter (handle Enter inside String as concatenation of two strings) v v v v 4
Assistance in managing imports v v v v v v v v
Fully automated management of imports (improved) 4
Visual identification of overriding/implementing methods 4 4 v
Background detection of unused imports v v v
Background detection of unused variables On compile only 4 v
Errors overview bar next to scrollbar v v v
One click editor maximization v v v v v v
Split editor vertically/horizontally v v v
Surround selected code v v v v v v
Display Javadoc for focused method usage in ToolTip v v v (via F1) v (via F1)
Smart Javadoc (create skeleton Javadoc for method) v v v
Editor Macros v v v v
Automated Indentation v 4 v v v v v v
Simple Indentation customization (with preview, etc.) v v v v v
Simple Syntax Coloring customization (with preview, etc.) v v v v v
Editor Zooming v v
Implement/Override Method assistance v 4 4 4 4 v’ (part of fix v (part of fix
suggestion) suggestion)
Syntax Coloring for XML v v v v v v
Help System/Documentation
On-line Help v v v v v v v v
Dynamic Help (Selected Help provided based on current context)
IDE Tutorials v v v v v
Technology Tutorials v (2) v (2)
Samples Included v v v v v v v
Desktop Apps Development

Support for Swing Ul Components v v v v v v
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Support for AWT Ul Components v v v v v v

Support for custom JavaBean Component v v v v v v

Support for Layout Management v v v v v v

Visual (Drag'n'drop) GridBag Layout Editing v 4 v

Two-way editing of user interface v v

Simple editing of layout (not require deep knowledge of layout mgmt.) 4

Import forms from other IDEs/handcoded v v

Java Web Start Support v
Web Applications Development

J2EE 1.3 v v v v

J2EE 14 v v v

JSP Source Editing (Syntax Coloring) v v v v v

JSP Source Editing (Code Completion) v v v v v

HTML Source Editing v v v v v

WYSIWIG HTML/JSP Editing

Tomcat 4 Support v v v v

Tomcat 5 Support v v v

Struts Support v

Tomcat Bundled v v v v v

Web Apps Debugging v v v v v

JSP Source Debugging v v v v v

HTML Traffic Monitoring v v v

Automated Deployment Descriptor Generation v v v v

Automated WAR Packaging v v v v

Tag Library Editor v v v v v

Database Explorer 4 v 4 v (JDataStore v

only) (1)

Data-aware rich client components v v

SQL Query Builder v

JDBC Monitoring v
Mobile Apps Development
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MIDP 1.0 Support v v v v
MIDP 2.0 / CLDC 1.1 Support v v v v
Pluggable Emulators v v v v
JTWI (Java Technology for the Wireless Industry, JSR 185) Support v v v
Obfuscation v v v v
Fragmentation support v
Preverification v v v
Automated Packaging v v v v
Visual Design Tools v v
End-to-end support / Web Services (JSR 172)
Plug-in Development
Samples v v v v v v v (not v (not
extensive) extensive)
Extensive APl Documentation v v v v v v v v
Tools to support Plug-in Development (experts only) (experts only) (experts only) 4 4
Printed Plug-in Development Guide v (not uptodate) | (not uptodate) v v
Other
Interactive/Incremental Application Development
(create & interact with instances of classes/applications)
Simple Customizability: Option System v v v v v
Simple Customizability: Plug-in Management System v v v
Print v v v v v 4 4 '4
Print to Syntax-colored HTML v v v v v
Work with Icons/Images v v v v v
Work with arbitrary files as text v v v v v v v v
Work with arbitrary files by configuring external editors 4 4
Customizable Menu/Toolbar/Shortcuts v 4 4 v’ (simpler) v’ (simpler) 4 v
Shortcut Presets (other IDEs emulation) v (EMACS) v (EMACS) v v
Support for running external tools v v v v
Sound natification of IDE events (breakpoint hit, build failed, etc.) v v




